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UWI at a Glance 



Jamaica 





Sports 

– UWI SPEC International 
Half-Marathon 

– Inter-Campus Games 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

– Sport Scholarships 
– Combined Campuses and 

Colleges Cricket Team 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

  





Highlights 
• Founded 1948 in Jamaica – 33 

students! 
 

• Student population today – about 
50,000 
 

• Alumni - over 90,000 including: 
– 1 Nobel Laureate  
– Dozens of Rhodes Scholars   
– More than 18 current and former 

Caribbean Prime Ministers and Heads of 
State  



Nobel Laureates  

Arthur Lewis  (1979)    
(Vice Chancellor) 
(Economics) 

(St Lucia) 
 

 

Derick Walcot (1992) 
(Alumnus) (Literature)  

(St Lucia) 
 





Innovative University: Cardiac Surgery 
Simulator is commercial (from 2 patents) 



Clovis Toons - Monday, November 24, 2014 



Country/ 
Territory 

GDP  
(US$ 
bill.) 

Pop. 
(million) 

GDP per 
capita 
(US$) 

Real GDP 
growth 

(%) 

CPI 
Inflation 

(%) 

Debt, 
 % GDP 

Gross 
reserves 
(% GDP) 

Bahamas, 
The 

8.2 0.4 23,417 2.5 1.5 52.6 10.3 

Barbados 4.5 0.3 16,307 0.7 6.4 70.4 17.0 
Belize 1.5 0.3 4,386 2.3 1.9 81.0 18.8 
Guyana 2.8 0.8 3,596 3.7 4.6 60.4 30.6 
Jamaica 15.3 2.8 5,526 0.9 7.2 143.3 9.5 
Suriname 5.1 0.5 9,339 4.0 5.7 18.6 17.5 
Trinidad & 
Tobago 

23.8 1.3 17,935 0.7 9.0 35.7 42.1 

Anguilla 0.3 0.0 17,307 0.5 4.7 21.2 13.5 
Antigua and 
Barbuda 

1.2 0.1 13,401 1.0 3.0 97.8 14.7 

Dominica 0.5 0.1 7,022 0.4 3.6 72.3 17.6 
Grenada 0.9 0.1 8,133 0.5 2.4 105.4 13.9 
Montserrat 0.1 0.0 12,825 2.0 4.0 4.3 36.9 
St Kitts and 

 
       

         
  
 

 
       



Country HDI Rank 
The Bahamas 51 
Barbados 59 
Antigua and Barbuda 61 
Trinidad and Tobago 64 
Grenada 79 
St Kitts & Nevis 73 
Belize 84 
St Vincent and the Grenadines 91 
Dominica 93 
Jamaica 96 
St Lucia 97 
Suriname 100 
Guyana 121 







Vulnerabilities Natural Disasters 



UWI as a 
whole 











Sources 2003 



UWI Mona –Lions Share of TE Budget 2003 
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http://moe.gov.jm/sites/default/files/Education%20Statistics%202012-13.pdf 







Collaborative Efforts to Collect Outstanding 
Debts (about 25-30%) 



Jamaica Students Loan Bureau 



Tuition Fees Low -2003 



Support from Jamaica 
Government to UWI Mona 

• 2003 
 
• J$6.5 Billion  =  

 
 

• US$110 million 

• 2014 
 

• J$4.2 Billion  

    US$37.5million 
Income:J$15.5B 
or  
US$155 million 



UWI Mona Income Sources 
for 2013 & 2013 (Gvt=35%) 



UWI as a 
whole 





Risk Averse Investors- Other Possibilities 

• Easy to get: Car loan, consumption loan 
 

• NOT Education Loan!!!! 
• Income Contingent Loans – not on yet 
 
• Profession-linked low cost loans for 

students in: 
 Medicine/health/safety 
 Engineering 
   Law 



Access to TE threatened by Cost  

• UWI Mona Helping 
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TE Financing:  Student Entrepreneurship – 
Need programmatic approach & Facilitation 



Sutherland 
Global Services 
BPO at UWI 
Mona:  
*Student 
Employment:  
Living costs and 
Univ. Fees, 
family support, 
work experience  
 
*Fees to Univ. 
Reasonable 
income in US$. 





Tertiary Education Business: UWI’s Basic Medial 
Sciences Complex Built UWI’s – Own Generated 

Funding 
Engineering Law and Communication  



Mona School/Faculty of Engineering 
Investment Opportunity 



Comprehensive Engineering 
Facilities 



New Halls of Residence –UWI Built with 
Loans taken by UWI Itself 



Public Private Partnership-Student Housing 



Public Private Partnership-Student Housing 





Over 70 TLI in Jamaica 



Tertiary Education Regulation – a Recent Initiative  
70 institutions expected to come forward   



Dr. K Mitchell (PM Grenada) 

“The application of science and technology to 
our economy must be undertaken as a 
matter  of urgency” 
 

In Integrate or Perish, K. Hall 1999 pg.26 



Jamaica’s Rare 
Earth Work is top 

Secret!! 
Compare with 

Developed Countries 
– rushing to issue top 

secret clearance  
-focus top minds on 
national problems 
and opportunities 



Complex 
thinking 



CARICOM: GERD  
less than 0.1% 
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Private Sector University 









USPTO patents of Caribbean applicants  
(Source: USPTO:  http://www.uspto.gov/)  



Developing Countries Situation:  
Funding Support for Research  

Small/Modest Support could come from  
• Medical Council –support medical research 

and conference 
• Agricultural agencies  
• Environmental (EFJ) – Largest ca. US$4M 
• Sporadic Local and Overseas Sources 
• Basically: No Funding Agency for Research 
CARICOM  GERD ≈ 0.1%(Int. agreed =1% ) 



Stop Finger Pointing-Paralysis –Frustration-
Find areas of  interest intersection 

• Government  – go overseas for needed service 
    – reluctance to invest in   

      endogenous capacity  
•              (must win VOTES) 
• Research Institutions – Maintain time-tested 

     ICONIC model                                                 
  (Academics Must Publish) 
 
• Private Sector - go overseas for needed service 

     - reluctance to invest in   
 (Profit)     endogenous R&D capacity  



Way Forward 2: ICONS with 
Significant Financial Ability Joining 





 Summary Sustainability-  
in Hands of Universities themselves 

 
Academic Programmes 
 
Commercial Programmes 
 
Private Sector Support 
 
Persuade Government to invest in TE 



Watch Out: 
• Sustainability – agile, flexible, 

innovative etc… 
• Access –funding methods for 

students etc… 
• Quality – delivery modes, 

research etc… 
• Cost Effectiveness – self 

sufficient in energy, water, etc.. 



Thank you 
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